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The Problem with Positions 

1. Oversimplification  

2. Incorrect Classification 



Positions don’t 
reflect Playing Styles 





452 NBA Players, 7 Normalized Statistics, 2010-2011 
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1. 13 Positions 
 
 

Offensive Ball-Handler (Jason Terry, Tony Parker...) 

Defensive Ball-Handler (Mike Conley, Kyle Lowry...) 

Combo Ball-Handler (Jameer Nelson, John Wall...) 

Shooting Ball-Handler (Stephen Curry, Manu Ginobili...) 

Role-Playing Ball Handler (Arron Afflalo, Rudy Fernandez...) 

3-Point Rebounder (Luol Deng, Chase Budinger...) 

Scoring Rebounder (Dirk Nowitzki, LaMarcus Aldridge...) 

Paint Protector (Marcus Camby, Tyson Chandler...) 

Scoring Paint Protector (Kevin Love, Blake Griffin...) 

Role Player (Shane Battier, Ronnie Brewer...) 

NBA 1st-Team (Kevin Durant, LeBron James...) 

NBA 2nd-Team (Rudy Gay, Caron Butler...) 

One-of-a-Kind (Derrick Rose, Dwight Howard...) 



2. Team Builds 
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Dallas Mavericks 2010-2011 



Minnesota Timberwolves 
2010-2011 



3. Player Management 
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4. Finding Value 
 
 



Scoring Rebounder 







5. It’s Dynamic 
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