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A Logic Puzzle: Three astute logicians
are gathered in a room. There are 4
orange stamps and 4 white stamps on
a table. The logicians are blindfolded
and an assistant puts 2 stamps on each
of their foreheads. The blindfolds are
removed and the assistant asks each if
he knows the colors of his two stamps.
They each answer ’No’. Then the assis-
tant asks the 1st logician again, if he
knows the colors. He again says ’No’.
Then he asks the 2nd one, again, if he
knows and he says ’Yes’. What are the
colors of the two stamps on the 2nd Lo-
gician?

Mathematician of the Day

Evariste Galois, 1811 - 1832 (France)

Famous for his contributions to group theory, Galois produced a
method of determining when a general equation could be solved by
radicals. Galois was not the best student at first, he was even asked
to repeat a year. But, In 1828 Galois took the examination of the
École Polytechnique but failed. It was the leading University of Paris
and Galois must have wished to enter it for academic reasons. How-
ever, he also wished to enter this school because of the strong political
movements that existed among its students, since Galois followed his
parents example in being an ardent republican. February 1827 was a
turning point in Galois’ life. He enrolled in his first mathematics class,
the class of M. Vernier. He quickly became absorbed in mathematics.
Two minor publications, an abstract in Annales de Gergonne (Decem-
ber 1830) and a letter on the teaching of science in the Gazette des
Écoles ( 2 January 1831) were the last publications during his life.
Galois was arrested on July 14th again.
He fought in a duel on May 30, 1832, was wounded, abanded, and
died the next day.
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