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This issue

• Mathematician of the Day

• Puzzles

• Today’s Editors: Dr. C & Jim

• Wednesday: Tim & Evan

Puzzles:

The Impossible Problem: Two integers,
n and m between 2 and 20, are chosen

at random. The sum n + m is given to

Mr. S and the product n · m is given to
Mr. P. The following conversation then

occurs:

Mr. S: I see no way for you to know the

sum.

Mr. P: I know your sum.

Mr. S: I know your product.

What are the two numbers?

Mathematician of the Day

Blaise Pascal 1623-1662

• Wrote theorems on projective geometry at age 16.

• Is most noted for Pascal’s triangle, a convenient method to find-

ing binomial coefficients.

• Invented the first digital calculator to help his father calculate

taxes. He attempted to commercially sell his calculators but ran
into technical difficulty and eventually gave up.

• Had his first mathematical work published at age 17, "Essay on

Conic Sections."

• Clarified the concepts of pressure and vacuum, and was criti-

cized by Descartes for his research.

• Worked with Fermat on probability theory, an area of math
which strongly affects economics and social science to this day.

• Used a probabilistic argument to justify belief in God.

• Was ill for much of his life and died of a malignant growth in his

stomach which spread to his brain.

Info from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blaise_Pascal#Contributions_to_mathematics

and http://www-history.mcs.st-andrews.ac.uk/Biographies/Pascal.html



Career Spotlight: Accountant

Job Description: An accountant is a certified financial expert in the jurisdiction of many countries.

Accountants originally worked only in public practice, selling advice and services to other individuals
and businesses, but today, in addition, many work within private corporations, the financial industry and

various government bodies. Accountancy is the measurement, disclosure or provision of assurance about

financial information that helps managers, investors, tax authorities and other decision makers make
resource allocation decisions.

Education: A bachelor’s degree is the minimum requirement, and to advance, you’ll need additional

certification or graduate-level education. Those in the accounting field can earn the Certified Public
Accountant designation by meeting experience and educational exam.

Work Condition: Most accountants work in a typical office setting. Self-employed accountants may be
able to do part of their work at home. Accountants employed by public accounting firms and government

agencies may travel frequently to perform audits at branches of their firm, clients’ places of business, or
government facilities. Most accountants generally work a standard 40-hour week, but many work longer

hours, particularly if they are self-employed and have numerous clients. Tax specialists often work long

hours during the tax season.

Salary: Payscale reports that the median salary for an accountant makes around $39,640 the first year,
$40,510 in the next 4 years and rises steadily from $44,300 from 5 years on. An accountant will almost

always be in demand, as the axiom goes, "there will always be death and taxes."

Job Outlook: CPA accountants will continue to be in high demand, especially as states increase the ed-

ucation and experience requirements for the certification. Certified Management Accountants and those
with MBAs will also fare well. Having a specialty, such as information systems, government regulation or

international business, will help you land a job. Those without a degree or certification and those vying

for the upper-most echelons of accounting will find keen competition for jobs.

Sources:

http://www.payscale.com/research/US/Job=Accountant/Salary

http://www.jobbankusa.com/career_employment/accountants_auditors/work_conditions.html


