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This issue

• Mathematician of the Day

• Quote

• Puzzle

• Today’s Editors: Eddie & John

• Tomorrow: Katelyn & Linda

Quotes: Mathematics consists in prov-
ing the most obvious thing in the least
obvious way. – George Polya

Philosophy is a game with objectives
and no rules. Mathematics is a game
with rules and no objectives. – Ian El-

lis

Puzzles:

1. You have two jugs which can hold

5 gallons and 3 gallons respectively.
How can you fill the jugs to where you

have exactly 4 gallons in one of the
jugs?

2. If Sam can paint a house in three

hours and Joe can paint the same

house in five hours, how many hours
will it take for the two of them to paint

the house together?

Mathematician of the Day

Leonardo Pisano or Fibonacci - Pisa, Italy 1170-

• an Italian mathematician

• his father had diplomatic post in North Africa and Fibonnacci

was educated while there with his father

• most famous for his Fibonacci series, which can be found natu-

rally throughout nature. He discovered this series while thinking
about rabbits and how they breed. He used three simple rules

(1) that an adult pair has a pair of babies once a month, (2) that

babies mature to adults after one month, and (3) that no rabbits
ever die. His series begins 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21 . . .

• a journal called the Fibonacci Quarterly is a journal that is dedi-

cated to the study of Fibonacci series related mathematics.

• The Fibonnacci series is mentioned in the movie 21 when
BenâĂŹs birthday cake has the numbers 0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, ...

to signify that he is turning 21 because 21 is the next number in

the sequence.

Info From: http://www-history.mcs.st-andrews.ac.uk/



Career Spotlight: Statistician

Education: At Least Master’s Degree in Statistics or Mathematics. A Ph.D. allows for government posi-

tions.

Work Situation: Office environment. Usually working in some sort of research project with a deadline so
the amount of work in a typical day varies. Statisticians help with everything from designing, to setting

up, to analyzing the results. Because of this traveling is often important. Many statisticians work in

government (30%), but jobs in things like sports are also available.

Pay: The average salary is around $70k, and government jobs average more than $85k. The bottom 10%
make less than $40k.

Outlook: Statistic jobs are growing in number. Moreover, there is a diversity in the job market from gov-

ernment research to sport stats. A person majoring in statistics will have several opportunities available

for them depending on what they are interested. There are also a growing number of jobs that require
statistic knowledge that are not "statistician"

Joke: A trash can on fire and a bucket of water are placed in the corner of a room. An engineer enters

first and is asked to put out the fire. He picks up the water and dumps it on the fire, extinguishing it.

Next, a statistician walks in. He instead uses the fire to light more fires around the room. When asked
what he was doing, he replied, "Trying to get an adequate sample size."

81.0794% of all statistics are made up on the spot.


