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• Mathematician of the Day

• Puzzles

• Today’s Editor: Ridwan

Puzzles:

One: How is the moon like a dollar?

Two: A group of four people has to
cross a bridge. It is dark, and they

have to light the path with a flashlight.
No more than two people can cross the

bridge simultaneously, and the group

has only one flashlight. It takes differ-
ent time for the people in the group to

cross the bridge:

Annie crosses the bridge in 1 minute,

Bob crosses the bridge in 2 minutes,

Volodia Mitlin crosses the bridge in 5
minutes,

Dorothy crosses the bridge in 10 min-
utes.

How can the group cross the bridge in
17 minutes?

Three: Each child in a family has at

least 2 brothers and 4 sisters. What
is the smallest number of children the

family might have?

Mathematician of the Day

Leonardo of Pisa, known as Fibonacci, short for filius Bonacci

• The "greatest European mathematician of the middle ages", his

full name was Leonardo of Pisa, or Leonardo Pisano in Italian

since he was born in Pisa (Italy), the city with the famous Lean-
ing Tower, about 1175 AD.

• Leonardo grew up with a North African education under the

Moors and later traveled extensively around the Mediterranean
coast. He would have met with many merchants and learned of

their systems of doing arithmetic. He soon realized the many

advantages of the "Hindu-Arabic" system over all the others.

• He was one of the first people to introduce the Hindu-Arabic
number system into Europe - the positional system we use today

- based on ten digits with its decimal point and a symbol for

zero: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0

• His book on how to do arithmetic in the decimal system, called
Liber abbaci (meaning Book of the Abacus or Book of Calculat-

ing) completed in 1202 persuaded many European mathemati-

cians of his day to use this "new" system.

• The book describes (in Latin) the rules we all now learn at
elementary school for adding numbers, subtracting, multiply-

ing and dividing, together with many problems to illustrate the

methods.

Image From: http://www-groups.dcs.st-and.ac.uk/ history/PictDisplay/Fibonacci.html

Reading Assignment:
We’ll be covering infinities tomorrow and if you’d like a sneak peek,

read §7.1 and §7.2.




