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This issue

• Mathematician of the Day

• Quotes of the Day

• Puzzles

• Today’s Editor: Heln

• Tomorrow’s Editor: Joey

Quotes from Plato:

The knowledge of which geometry
aims is the knowledge of the eternal.

... arithmetic has a very great and el-
evating effect, compelling the soul to
reason about abstract number, and re-
belling against the introduction of vis-
ible or tangible objects into the argu-
ment.

Puzzle1: Complete this long

division by filling in the miss-
ing numbers (denoted by dots):
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Puzzle2: Arrange the seven numbers,

4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 0 along with eight
dots and unlimited plus signs in such

a way to approximate 82 as closely as

possible. Each number can only be
used once and each dot can be used

either as a decimal point or a way of
indicating a repeating decimal. For ex-

ample 1

3
is written as ‘.3̇’ and for re-

peating decimals involving more than
one term, use two dots to indicate the

begining and end, like 1

7
is written as

‘.1̇42857̇’.

Mathematician of the Day

Plato, 427BC – 347 BC

Plato is one of the most important Greek philosophers who founded
the Academy in Athens, an institution devoted to research and instruc-

tion in philosophy and the sciences. His works on philosophy, politics

and mathematics were very influential and laid the foundations for
Euclid’s systematic approach to mathematics. In mathematics Plato’s

name is attached to the Platonic solids. In the Timaeus there is a math-

ematical construction of the elements (earth, fire, air, and water), in
which the cube, tetrahedron, octahedron, and icosahedron are given

as the shapes of the atoms of earth, fire, air, and water. The fifth Pla-
tonic solid, the dodecahedron, is Plato’s model for the whole universe.

Today:

Exam 4, World Cup, Open Lab

Tomorrow: Ice Cream, Craft Day, Open Lab


