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This issue

• Mathematician of the
Day

• Quote of the Day

• Puzzles

• Today’s Editor: Dr.
Collins

• Monday’s Editor:
Thomas

Quote: I am interested in
mathematics only as a cre-
ative art.

– G.H. Hardy, English math-
ematician (1877-1947)

Puzzle1: My grandson is as
many days old as my son
is weeks, and my grandson
is as many months as I am
in years. My grandson, my
son and I together are 140
years. Can you tell me my
age in years?

Puzzle2: On the back there
is a Sudoku. If you haven’t
done one before, the rules
are simple. Fill in the
grid so that each of the 9
columns, 9 rows and 9 out-
lined 3x3 blocks contain the
digits 1 thru 9 (no repeats
and no exceptions).

Mathematician of the Day

Andrew Wiles, 1953-, England

• In 1637, Fermat wrote in the margin of a book that the equation x
3
+ y

3
= z

3

had no integer solution, but he didn’t have room to write his proof. Fermat’s

Last Theorem (FLT) is that x
n

+ y
n

= z
n has no integer solution for n > 2.

• As a 10 year old Wiles became fascinated with Fermat’s Last Theorem.

• As a young professor, Wiles abandoned all other work and spent seven years

focused solely on proving FLT.

• On June 23, 1993 Wiles gave a lecture in which he announced that he had

proved FLT. In the writeup a small error was discovered, but after an extra

year of work, he published a valid proof of FLT in 1995.

• Wiles won several awards (some included cash) for his work and became

somewhat of a celebrity.

Info From: http://www-history.mcs.st-andrews.ac.uk/Mathematicians/Wiles.html

Today:
The goal is how to calculate determinants thus we should cover 2.1 and 2.2.

Monday:
2.3 only. Spend some time this weekend getting ready for Tuesday’s exam.


