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This issue

• Mathematician of the Day

• Quote of the Day

• Puzzles

• Today’s Editor: Dr. Collins

Quote: The science of pure mathemat-
ics ... may claim to be the most original
creation of the human spirit.

– Alfred Whitehead, English mathe-

matician and philosopher (1861-1947)

Puzzle1: Connect these 16 dots us-
ing 6 straight lines without lifting your

pencil. The beginning point must be

same as end point, and you may not
visit the same dot twice:
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Puzzle2: A few years ago, two mathe-

maticians met on a plane. One said,

“I have three sons. The product of
their ages is 36 and the sum is todays

date." The second said, “That doesn’t

tell me their ages." To which the first
replied, “Oh I forgot to tell you that

my youngest son has red hair." What
are the ages of the first mathematicians

three sons?

Mathematician of the Day

Blaise Pascal- 1623-1662, France

• Although Pascal’s father decided Blaise was not to study mathe-

matics before the age of 15, Blaise started to work on geometry

himself at the age of 12. His father relented and let him have a
copy of Euclid.

• Pascal invented the first digital calculator (called the Pascaline)

to help his father with his work collecting taxes.

• He worked on conic sections and produced important theorems

in projective geometry in The Generation of Conic Section.

• Although Pascal was not the first to study the Pascal triangle, his
work on the topic in Treatise on the Arithmetical Triangle was

the most important on this topic.

• Along with Fermat he laid the foundation for the theory of prob-
ability.

Info From: http://www-history.mcs.st-andrews.ac.uk/Mathematicians/Pascal.html

Today:
We’ll actually get to 1.5 today. We’ll see how to form the inverse using

reduced row-reduction. We might even cover 1.6.

Tomorrow:
1.6 if we don’t do it today. I think we’ll skip most of 1.7 (except the
idea of a symmetric matrix). We’ll move on into Chapter 2: Determi-

nants!


