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This issue

• Mathematician of the Day

• Quote of the Day

• Puzzles

• Today’s Editor: Dr. Collins

Quote: Governor’s School is like Las
Vegas in that everything that happens
here, stays here, except if someone
takes a picture of it, then it will surely
show up on the the web within 24
hours.

– Dr. Collins, GSS Observer

Puzzles: Puzzle solutions are due at

the beginning of class two class peri-
ods after they are published. Correct

solutions earn extra credit points.

One: A Hershey’s Chocolate Bar comes

in a solid rectangle subdivided into

a grid of 4 by 3 rectangles. Count-
ing a ’break’ as any time you take

any solid piece and break it all the

way through using a given subdividing
line, what is the minimum number of

breaks needed to completely divide a
Hershey’s bar into 12 pieces?

Two: (Original from Tyler H., modified

by Dr. C)

Four prisoners are placed in a line so

that #1 can not see the others, #2 can
only see #1, #3 can see #2 and #1,

and #4 can see all the others. The

warden secretly places a hat on each
prisoner and then makes the following

announcement. “I have placed either

a black hat or a white hat on each of
your heads. There is at least one hat

of each color. The first person to cor-
rectly tell me the color of his or her hat

will be set free. Everyone with an in-

correct or no answer will be sent to jail
for life."

If you were one of the prisoners, which
one would you want to be? Why?

Mathematician of the Day

Abu al-Khwarizmi - 780-850 (lived in present day Baghdad)

• Not much is know about the life of this mathematician.

• He is credited with two major creations (or discoveries):

- He developed the Hindu-Arabic numerals.

- He used to be credited with being the first person to use 0 but

recently 0 was discovered in some earlier Indian writings.

• The words ”algorithm” and ”algebra” are derived from his name.

Info From: http://www-history.mcs.st-andrews.ac.uk/Mathematicians/Al-Khwarizmi.html

Today:
We should cover Section 1.1 with key concepts of linear system, solu-

tion, consistency and augmented matrix

Tomorrow:
We should cover Sections 1.2 and 1.3. Read ahead.


