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BARRETT




Memorial Lectures




The John Barrett Memorial Lectures began in 1970 as a tribute to Dr. John H. Barrett. Originally dedicated to topics in Barrett’s field, ordinary differential equations, the lectures have been held annually since 1970 (except in 1990 and 2004). Since the 1980’s, however, the lecture themes have traversed the mathematical landscape: from mathematics education through computational and applied mathematics, discrete mathematics and stochastics to general relativity, nonlinear partial differential equations and topological quantum field theory.


















Current Lecture




Stochastic Analysis and its Application (May 20-22, 2024)




Recent Lectures




Exotic continua in modern mathematics (June 9-12, 2022)




A3N2M: Approximation, Applications, and Analysis of Nonlocal, Nonlinear Models (May 17-19, 2021)




Recent Developments in Number Theory (May 28-30, 2019)




Mean Curvature Flow (May 29 – June 1, 2018)




Mathematical Foundations of Data Science (May 1-3, 2017)












History of the Barrett Lectures
John H. Barrett (1922-1969)














John H. Barrett was born in Randall, Kansas on December 20, 1922. He received his M.S. and PhD from the University of Texas in 1946 and 1951, respectively. His PhD thesis was on differential equations of non-integer order directed by Hyman Joseph Ettlinger. He held faculty positions at the University of Delaware (1951-1956), Yale University (1955-1956), and the University of Utah (1956-1961) before coming to the University of Tennessee (1961-1969). In January 1969, John Barrett died from complications following a kidney transplant, in the prime of his mathematical and administrative career.




J. Barrett was an expert on oscillation and disconjugacy theory of linear differential equations, a subject that bears his permanent mark. One of his widely known contributions was the extension of the classical Prüfer transformation for 2nd order scalar differential equations to systems of differential equations. He found a transformation analogous to the well-known Prϋfer polar-coordinate transformation for a real self-adjoint linear homogeneous differential equation of the second order.
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John Barrett came to the University of Tennessee in the fall of 1961 as a Professor of Mathematics. Upon his arrival, he immediately initiated a seminar in ordinary differential equations which attracted a number of graduate students. Through this seminar, his classes, and his personal contact, he was a major force in the Graduate Program in the Department of Mathematics in the early 1960s.




Professor Barrett became Head of the Mathematics Department in 1964. Through his efforts and influence, several active research groups were established at the University of Tennessee and by 1967, the number of faculty in the department had more than doubled. The Barrett Lecture series is a fitting reminder of his many contributions to the University and research community.




During their history, the Barrett Lectures have been graced by a succession of distinguished mathematicians, with lectures given by Garrett Birkoff (1972); Shreeram Abhyankar (1986); Sir Michael Atiyah, Isadore Singer and Karen Uhlenbeck (1989); Sir John Ball and Lawrence C. Evans (1991); Sergiu Klainerman, Fang-Hua Lin and Michael Struwe (1995); Alice Chang, Tobias Colding and Karsten Grove (2000); Yasutaka Ihara and Yujiro Kawamata (2003); John Baez (2006); Richard Schoen, Robert Wald and Igor Rodnianski (2011); and Fernando Marques and André Neves (2013), to name a few.



















  
    
      
                Department of Math

          
		    
              			



College of Arts and Sciences

227 Ayres Hall

1403 Circle Drive

Knoxville TN 37996-1320

Email: math_info@utk.edu 

Phone: 865-974-2461











		
            

          

                  


  

  










    The University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Knoxville, Tennessee 37996
865-974-1000

    The flagship campus of the University of Tennessee System and partner in the Tennessee Transfer Pathway.

    ADA Privacy Safety Title IX

  

  





  


    	
	














